
Google Book Search 
 

 
 
Interpreting your Google Books Search Results 
 

• Book Overview

• 

 – provides citation information (complete title, ISBN and subject headings), reviews, 
popular passages, places mentioned in the book, etc. 

o 
Viewing Options 

Preview

o 

 – view a limited number of pages (access is determined by publisher).  Usually the 
table of contents and/or index are included; sometimes several chapters are available. 
No Preview

o 
 – view basic citation information about the book 

Snippet View
     

 

 – view a few sentences around your search term 

o Full View

• 

  - digital version of entire book is available to view on screen or download as PDF 
or EPUB file.  Items are in the public domain (published before 1923) or the author/publisher 
has given approval for access to the entire book 

More Editions

 

 – provides information about additional editions of a title 
 

My Library 
 
Create a personalized library in Google Books where you can label, review, share, 
and of course, full-text search, your own personal selection of books.  Your “library” 
lives online and is accessible when you log in to your account. 

 
 

 
Advanced Book Search 
 
Use the options available under “Advanced Book Search” to limit your search by format, language, title, 
author, publisher, date, etc.   
 
Browse Magazines 
 
In 2008 Google Books began adding full text magazines to their search results.  They have digitized over 
100 magazines from cover to cover, showing ads, pictures, articles, etc.   



 
Access 
 
Clicking on a title in the results list will, 
depending upon the level of access, 
take you to bibliographic information 
about the book or a digital preview of 
the material. 
 
This illustration helps you navigate the 
many options available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Google Book Search Help: http://books.google.com/intl/en/googlebooks/help.html 
 
Library Partners: http://books.google.com/googlebooks/partners.html  
 
Hathi Trust: http://www.hathitrust.org  
 
The Hathi Trust was established as a repository by a number of American universities to archive and share the digitized 
collections of each institution. 
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